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hc.sa. 

Acting Consul -j ensral , 

Tc:- Sec"eta"y of State for Foreign Affairs. 

I at 3 d: - I 3C amt a r C'th. 1913 . 

fk 5 't 8T 

Secret. "cur tel3 gram 3c. 69. 

The President of Liberia Informs me that the, 

!?- 3nch Ckarg $ d 1 Af f a 'res is embarrass irg th e Lib er Lar. 
Gc^a^iaa^rt by persistently pressing tlx 3 m tc pernit 
t h 3 0 3 rman 6 ah 1 3 an d V 1 re 1 0 s s S t at I on 3 at - - c-r:' c v 1 a 
including the mol 3 cf the buildings tc b3 placed 
u n d 3 r j r _oh o c r .trc 1 * * 11*3 Pr 3 s i d 3 r.t s ay 3 that 3 

d3d tnes tc entertain any such prcpcsal, especially 
f rcm tii 3 i such « ur 111 th -3 pc s 11 i on c 1 Liberia lx as 
b?er cleanly defined at the Peace Oonf sue 3 * 'in; 1*3 
has ask 3 d mi tc confidant tally inform Ills IZaj esty' s 
Ct c T f 3 mm 3 nt of his d 3 c l si c r fen til 3 1 r 3 ym p ath 311 c 
pproval . he also said that he and the Librrlan 
people s' s 3 ails p l c l ous c f er cii d i s l g ns in L ’ b 3 ? t a * 
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i RITI SI COKSULiiTE—UEHSRAL, 
1.0KB0V1A. 
r •'jc ^'bor 2nd . 1913 . 

\ 

Sir, 

I have the honour to report that Captain H.A. 
Yardloy. late of the ^.S/turutu'S on his recent cut— 
ward vcyap© in the S.S*'tikabo*', aont a wireless ::>b- 
i>iv ) ot" cor L ratulatIons to I L .Excellency t.;o Presi¬ 
dent of Liberia who In reply Invited Captain Y&rdlcy 
to atop at I cnrcvia or, his iic .eward vcy 14 . o c«a ho arid 
the Liberian citizens doalred tc than!: liin In person 
for bis T f noly assistance tc then: on the 10 th of 
Iprtl last durlnr uo attack or the city of I curcvla 
by a Geman submarine. 

On Sunday naming the S4th of novenbar, Captain 
Yardley arrived in the S.S* "Akabo** at Kcnroyia, arid 
ha-atoned to pay a ^ioit to the President at the Eb:e- 
cuttvo harsicn where lie was received by the >reai- 
dent end the Liberian citizens, including the ~urc* 
jeans and nenbrra of the diplomatic nd Consular 
"crps, by who” he ***** given a ~oat cordial and hearty 
reception. 

fter the President had befltiliigly tlumked 
^aptati Yardloy for his *evor to bo remanbered 1 uor- 
vicos to the Liberian people, lie conferred the hon¬ 
our of a Knight Official of the L f berlan Order of 
^’r lean fee rep tier, upon hlof and a purse of TV inty- 


rio 1 ety*s Principal 
Secretary o r> tato for 
Foreign Affairs. 



K»G* 


8 / 23 . 
, 1 /IB. 


/r 


Twenty-five pounds toother' with an illuminated ad¬ 
dress rag presented to Uln by the Liberian citizens 
of * enroll a a token of their admiration of Ms 

fall an try ard deep ay m >a*atior of Ms timely help 
to them. lac a vnrry lar a and prettily ''occrated 
e«!:e node h; the LiborI m 1 r ' 13 of ronrovla was 
presented by them to Captain YardI g ad the uffl¬ 
eers of the S.^ ; J*• , Akabo ,, in commemoration of this In¬ 
teresting and pleading event* 

X venture to ta 3 :o tfta liberty of suggesting 
♦bat the employ ere of Caplin Yrordl oy - ! osars,Cider, 
reapster and ^orpary* Ltattort, Liverpool* be mdo 
acejialnted v f t •: this - nterestin? e^er.t In ‘milch one 
of their era Captains figures sc *ntly« 

I be* tc add that I poraonally muod 13c the 
Prositout t - thanks of the resident 1 ' ltish bubjicts 
and 15* self *'c- the lit fill?, appreciated compliment paid 
b; Mn and th.e Liberf r people tc Captain Yardley, 
mrd bh: + 'c ”0:ilr *' -e :n uch pleasure tc inform 
Pie ?:ajesty # s Government- Of his and the Liborlan 
eoi-Ies ' f r-U; -rd f-rac toils a ct to* mrdt: a Irittsh 
Biibject, at which the President fee ■ {reatly plea¬ 

sed. 

X hav 1 the honour to do, 

Sir, 

Your most obedient, 

hur hi rant, 

NNK>t\ •'. 

Aotir Ocriul-i moral. 




0 




November 14th, 1918. 



. i r 



re P-j[ tc i’our despatch of yesterday’s date 
ho.. 5/L.A. in which you convey to the Liber" by eminent 
i te ^on^ra-- laid on of His hritannic Lajestv's Government 

v 

bu the conclusion of an Armistice with Gennaay, I have 


the honour in behalf of the Government of Liberia to re¬ 




ciprocate the cordial greetings of His Britannic Majesty* 


Government, and to felicitate then on the happy issue of 


the titannic struggle in which ( with the cooperation of all 


the Allies ,they have been engaged in order that liight and 


Justice shall reign in international relations. 

i 

* 

I should he infinitely obliged if these sent! 


His Britannic Majesty*a Acting Consul-General, 
MONROVIA. 


meats 
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^iitineiits rere conveyed to His Britannic r/a-esty* s 
* 

Government. 


Tilth sentiments of my hirh esteers an 1 pro¬ 


found respect 


1 have the h 'mar to he. 

■» 

. Sir, 


Y:vr oheiier.t servant, 



?or the Ssere^&Vy a . State 
k t o mev (1 eneral. 
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j UITI5® c^n.suit: skaLi, 

I Of ■ , 0 V I-v* 

T’pv 5 ibsr 1 o-fa. 191b * 

Ycur ^c^llercy# 

It 1 b ^ ■ i tii till proatiost# of yl^asuro I Iuivq the 
honour to acst respectfully request that th> follow 
ini' lossage of congratulation received this hcrniny 
from Bla Britannic Kaj8sty # s QO^ammont bo convoyed 
by you" ^vcollirny to the Libiriar fto-mr’ja-mt:- 

tritanrtc lajest;, *, (td^erraoivt cordially 
roet the 0c^omaont of the Republic of Libor la i^ith 
+-ho.tr ^-ar^.ost conr^atulat Iona on tin ooncluaion of 
an Am l at Ice ^tth ternary vhicii has boon auceeas- 
fully accomplished by the joint firm co-cpamticn 
:f -til of the allies in tht*3 Grid's War 1 * 

"Mth the assurance of iy £ree,t. regard raid high¬ 
est esteem* 

I hare the honour to bo, 
lour T “rc llloncy *s tost obedient Borvant, 

} Wr\: 

Actii. L rtblah Gonaul-bUioral* 






T fa ^/cillercy* 

4 . 1 10' Ita"% of .to 

f or th > Republic of Liberia* 
r opartuoiit of :'fato f 
' cnrovia* 
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No. 23/1-3. 


BRITISH CONSULTS-WN3HAL. 

MONROVIA* 

41 hi August 191J* 


Sir, 

1 have the honour to rapart that Hie 
Excellency the President oi Liuwria, la a personal 
interview to-day, has expressed in feeling words 
hif high appreciation of the teXegr *jti received Toy 
hir thin worn inf: frcr Kin ’ajeety &lng George V* 
of Great Britain, 

By p fortunate coincidence, JULs ajeaty* c 
Ship “Kent" happened to rrriva In port, and the 
k: iptain Joined in r^itig our respecie to the 
President of the ^public and the Liberian Govern- 
i«nt* His Lxcell aitcy read Li a Unjesty*& telegram 
f and a Hiinilar one from the President of the 
Lai tod -Aat-is. -if • verier, the only other one receive! 
t my knowledge. ) to *xh both, and Juade a brief 
speech rrith visible onotion, refer ring especially 
to Tho ~orrir of ftoru: th nj^all nations would be 
nil owed to work out tiioir own salvation, unmolested, 
one in their own way, 

1 have the honour to be. 


Sir, 

lout u.oHi obedient and 
humble servant. 

Acting Consul• 



Hie Majesty 1 a 

Principal Secretary of state 
for foreign Affaire. 

LONPOK, 








13 3 m 5S/ it* A 


BRITISH 

JfCERCVIA. 
3 th. July 1313 * 


Your Excellency* 

X have the honour to advise 
you* at the request of Hie ritarmic K&jeety* s 
Secretary of Stale far jforelga Affaire in 
London* that oii > 11 Ih* last the enemy 

submarine which appeared off this port on 
April 10th* and bonbarded the French Tirolone 
Station with ouch unhappy lose of life, was 
sunk with all hands by British naval forces* 
according, as the cable proceeds to say* to 
instructions. 

I feel onsethat this official 
confirmation of such good news will afford 
Jfour Excellency's Government the fullest sat¬ 
isfaction, and in view of the alarm and 
uneasiness which has existed locally since the 
appearance of the now destroyed energy I trust 
that the fullest publicity will be given to 
the news* 

I have the honour to be. 
Sir* 

Your Obedient Servant, 

_ C> -^_^ 

Acting British Consul. 

His Excellency 

The Secretary of State* R.L, 

State Department* 



rONROTlA 







iYs ; >1 St u- fsr Jorcit,:, Affair 

S o - Act 1:.^ C j r, ?.ul Ho ft «- Be 11 * 

Bat e: St A * Jul„ 131B. 


pi t cLfte* i:if jt:l # he LiV,* r i a. ■ S ;>vt r r..• ,er.1 1 l - • 

i n for iaat Ian has t« a r. received l: :at o n I * r v 1 - - 
British 2: aval JForcei aunV with all har*dc the 
ejaeiiv oub&arli'.e which shelled ihe virelesa 
Station at : q iroria. 
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SHITIS I C0K3UL>A3)&- 

Wino/IA, 
37t?}, Juno 1915, 

sir. 

It, ♦ referenda to my Bo spat oh ]j<* #( 16/18 
(ic.t *.i 2 ,1, ay * aaa, X *iave the honour to report 
r':r upon t.-ir* question of the Jbrsiian Wireless 

Station * tuirgvif*, 

I would ©*y nt the outset that ny 
position or* i*4u~t u of the tootfe Bespntch to the 
*:rcri tilt the .\r.r irenoh ubarge d* Affaires brought 
with hi a the necesjerry repairs s*e*is to be inco-ract t 
at I • -■ "t since informed that the repairs w«ro effected 
From etooki *t hand in the station itcsllL 

i ongieur Bouet, the new j*rench Charge 
d 1 Affaire a has been most energetic in inninttn,; upon 
tjie re-opening of the Station; but his general attitude 
tc the Liberian People hardly oort: ends Itself to mr p 
as Ha seems to find i* difficult to take thnin 3-friously 
™ d is not per i. pi quit* rise in hie methods. This 
mill react seriously against wrench Interests in 
Lllrriu, ns the Government wet People are frankly 
outspoken in tneir hustiliiy And distrust of >ranee, 

Wii^n the United Striae Charge d 1 Affaires, 
nd interim received instructions from his Government 
at /ashin^ton to advise the Liberian Government, *» 

tfie Lajesty’e 

I riticlpjil ^ecr et ary of */tatc 

for Foreign Affiro, 

Lonnoru 



crhhana;TiAi JT 
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the nest qco t friend of Liberia! to modify their 

dec lei m in the Ur cl err tier* at otherwise 
their attitude night be taJcon e# btirg unfriendly 
to the interestci of the Allies, tl c Liberinn 
overnaent agftln appealed to r*o to obtain definite 
edrico frer creat ritrdii, ae I duly informed you 
by telegraph. 

Fjon thJ. % the French <*hsrge d * 1 Affaires 
f tf, r - t ! tc t :* t ?re t q supper* hir actively and 
of fici'illy , ehwwi: :.r a telegram fr^rr, the French 
Foreign Kin liter in ?arle t j the I ranch ArabAJinadefr 
ir "a thingt' i , In v, dch it atnted that Hi a 
■ rj ttiy 1 a Jeorntary o£ State* i,r Foreign Affaire 
> .cU instructed j e to net ■'Vf:.: itfly, but upon the 

station, and X cone*der«d It r.ee senary te 

1 '-ply i c n;ln not fict oilieirliy in the matter 

oi the french Station until I w&a eo instructed 
’ vndon. This tiered to gi*e my Colleajur, 

•Teat tunoyeuc* -vrd >< off lately protected and 
Intimated hie inability t> under it and rcy attitude. 

The Liberian .overnrtnt r* t ieatedly 
acQteed me ii I hAd heard definitely from London, and 
Heped Vmt eao>: v 1 ait uf , i b VaJ «®ty'* a - hIj 5 of t'ar 
( oil **ui. * 4th, , 14lh* t and IHIu, 1 would a^niet 
thfi =, until finally ih" Cabinet itself split on the 
vUeation: the President ar»ri Leered «ry ?f State 
Inalsting upon wait in , to hoar from the Brit!ah 
OeTerniuerat, and the root quaint aiming that it was 
necessary to allow the rench Station to re-operate 

71 its impasse, together apparently with 
Irenen and A^ricui preenure, resulted yesterday 
t without Hi*y further reference to me officially 
irmn any party ) in the Ltai. ion beiitg reopened* 








3 

Ae toon ftp I laarrted tnie, I called upon nay yrench 

Colleague t with whom, throughout, i should pay I 
pm e.i excellent unciitotal relatione ) to ascertain 
t he facto; but did not tin d hi: r*iy cor fricative 
"ipH fUetinctly ciieettiilieu with the British 
attitude. ^ strcn ;ly rep a*, ted hi* ^roiestc, and 
enid th*t the setter ** net yet closed 11 as he 
h*d officially referred our attitude t Faria* 

/rankly, I runt nny thru the French 
ha rn handled their little problem very an skill fully 
and different .etV'Ode woul^ have hud quicker and 
hhppier result®. jer.arally *p*?ikinc t 1 l sel mat 
the whole if 1 air hnn *w exaggerated 

importance with both ny .. ranch Ccille >„and the 
Mbertsn >©t* rodent* TV* attitude of thn latter 
originated wit a the great papular alarm and 
confusion reaultont on the enemy >vlt ack ?i Jtpril 
10th. l=i»t f which the branch here failed io treat 
wit^ much iyrpatny, Ann the result ia t mt Liberia 
feels affronted at her officially pr^vioaily 
expressed wio.iea being brusquely diere^irded t and 
that the jrench Charge d 1 Affaires felt affronted 
at t a** action &! Liberlaa Troop® in forcibly 
clnainu tr lit at ion cic spit c hie cfiici Jl pereonal 
attempts at prevention. 

As the dispute proceeded* it becfune 
evident that both sides lost a due eons© of 
pr »porlion, and the iovernr.nnt ©spectally spoke 
of probably having to remove into the interior 
{ to Jaroyebur*' ) # and 1 considered it necenoary 
to telegraph this expr©raise to you as evidence of 
the feelIn * aroused. 

An might have been foreseen by both" 
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sificb, tiL ; c hao largely allayed the first klam, 

ant it Is r;ot very likely mk thM v:.t re- erect ion 
$>i the Station -ill cause any panic, although it 

rill Ffctwi the influence of the ioverfc ,rnt. But 

• ^ | 

i f : .r* v- i. 1 1 er ■' \- %' >y i it * nc k t akc b pha% t he p j :* i t i on 

b.y t ie;, carrti.ir.ly Vtcoaie rcrloue frt z,t rer^l 

* 

directian*. 

T t b^JLd be cle?xly jnderstood that 
?'r or t c.- d as m . r r tiil t f ' lg* r : r r f th - r • I i 1 i 111 * 
iQcrl enthutia; \ ir e.ny quarter for the Allied 
Cruiee* 

Tnt l rf kh<* All lea t' 

Liberia «TJrJll tr-inii Mid r* r unition only increase* 
t *e ^eryilaaitisr, vri'* nn y < 13 ee o* th** • over; uncut, 
and I would strongly urje # >it- respect and by 
re c i oi !jy especial knmfiert^e c:' local condition* 
that til« Majesty 1 * Jer^rnrient should rcconjiider 
if stAtter and refsr to fliy r^sosanendatieu» in ny 
n—, .^tvh ’ t,, lk/18, dr .*i*l Iprll last, «ia 

s^rwr oi tht b t e r i <: - Uihct ere cot controlled at 
*'11, m* tjia Itrer-.-til >.a.- icr.rosly l$ f Q3G rounds 
oi* onEvinition 3 cft in the epublic# If com arrull 
tii L *p\; cou. he :4M to the? , suitable for i Hilary 

A 

prujj stirs, it ^ould gently Misfi t: 1 teal II?trust 
*nd disaffection mf icitily a? v»ell at publicly# 

1 havt the honour to be, 

** w 

* 'Al , 

four most obedient & humble 

.lerTrint , 



A^tin^ Consul* 



for T'oreign Affairs 


;;o: 

*f n 
*' t m 

"• n: 

Se rro; of St 

I - J 

A: : ir.r Consul ")*>»■ 

la' e: 

3 f»th. Tune IblS. 


Your tel err nr: ?w, DC, 

" r> G ;ver rarer. 1 fire inform! j the 

French Government that the tireless ©t&ti$m 
at b'nror I a not rv^-e^r t •-. them to be 

eaoe j 11 al to Allied Xji t*rs1 3 , nd &re 
su.j.frsMr:: r-ivt in view if the niisk of fnesh 
b••>-■ b — At e s.•■ 1i * . se-ue.* J dor ^r 1 4 the 

r&ble Station, the Lib *'i an ! ■'-^rnnent should 
not be pressed - >\\ -•; it; jvs* or t tor. 

Above i ; for your information. 

You will re eive hereafter ir.&tract ior.fi vf*an 
the Question hafl been settled with the iV^r.:;. 
Government. 


30 



■■ 




ProT.: Act I Consul Eoso-Bell* 

7o : f.e ■ rr * v/<'_• c f 31 _ -s? f • -r 7ore 1 r\f f ?>.ir 

- 5 • '■ -• i^U-C 1" 13« 




Your . e 1 e^r-&- No. r *? , 

crian Gov* ^nn-eni hn> i>-.i I* led i *^-c^ ei*ir 
;f t' ■* Fre ic' St atior* on Junft ro th 

pr ft sumab 1" o r A. ver i .- ar <s tvice* T ■ Air* quiet. 
'Tbcr I Ks>ed for eojifirm&tior of V*ie new* 
f: jr. Ihft Fi -“oh. Cb&:ve Af f h« *ir. 

expressed fwcitl. bis opI*loft <?a lack of 
Dr i t i * > 5 u r. n-rt, .?• i" ir ; be h n c or.£i 1 a in ft i t 


Furl b 




30. 

From; 

Ac : i:.r "on su 1 3c a «- Bel3, 

To: 

Gecr-t £jry c f St at e f 0 r 

Eat 5 : 

22nd* June I91L* 


* 


Fore igr. 


Affaire» 


The ;.i -d State* 1 Charge dAffairaa has hean 
true ted to prana for the reopening cf the 
» ii el :‘6fi ilu.. ion* 

The French Charge d’Afcairee h:-.e officially 
expressed to .ue hi5 annoy *uice at rcy apparent 
lack .f support* 





From: Acting Consul lofts-Bell, 

To; Secretary of State for Foreigr Affairs. 

* 

Bat*; dih, June 191B. 


The French Charge d* Affaires, acting on 
inatractlbnfe from the French Government, ineiets 
on the re-opening of the French Wireless Station 
which has been repaired, and demand* conpXiEtnoc 
v; i t hi n a f m d ay s o n t he gr o un del ha t t h*# 

Literian Government owe this urgent duty to the 
aoiunon -Allied Cause, 

The Liberian Government maintain their attitude 
because of the British confidential advice in 
l cur telegram Ko- £5 concerning the re-erection 
of the tireless Station, and also because 
adequate local protection aeen.fi tc be impossible. 
The Liberiar Government again looks to Great 
Britain and appeaie for sympathetic considera¬ 
tion of their helpless position, and state that 
if the Wireless Station re-opens under present 
conditions, a panic will ensue and it may be 
necessary to remove the people and administration 
intc the interior with disastrous consequences 
throughout the Republic, The Liberiar Government 
earnestly desires to have British guidance on the 
subject* 

I think that the r*-opening of either Tireless 
Station will be objected to unless the Allies 
Jointly insist; but this would probably have 
the I eared consequences. 



2Cq, 46 canti mi er?. 


Park* left for Sierra Leon* on June 4th. 
by H* 11* S. if Actraea " after the Captain paid 
an official visit to the Liberian Government 
w i t h sat 1 sf ac t or \ re bill t &» 




Eo: 42, 

From: Acting Consul Roea-Sell, 

To; Secretary of State w Foreign Office, 
Date; 22nd, May 1918, 


if vitally necessary 

Liberian Government/are willing to consent to 
the resumption of the French tireless Station - 
operations provided that Monrovia first receives 
adequate big guns, capable of fighting a submarine 
carrying six-inch guns and also provided that 
whole of the Liberian coastline is patrolled as 
requested already in my telegram fto. 3?. 

Liberian Government cannot modify their attitude 


unt 11 


their defenceless people and coast are 


fully protected locally. 




Ho. 40. 

Proa: Acting Consul Bceo-Bell. 

To: Secretary of State for foreign Affairs. 

Date: 2lst. iiay 1913. 

.trench Charge d'Affaires having repaired the 
wireless installation on t^ay i?th* despite 
Liberian Government refusla to permit such 
measures, Liberian Government forcibly 
removed the aerials and Beoled the opearting 
room oi. Lay lath. despite the official protest 
of the Preach Charge d'Affaires who has 
telegraphed far further instructions. 




I 


► - 


I 
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.•* £r$ ; *Y5 ;• / 


f I 

May 18 th, 191S 








♦ 


Mr. Charge d 1 Affaires, 

The Liberian GaTernment has just this morning 
obsenred the re -installation of the wirelesr at the Trench 
wireless station in this Gity. 

This is much to be re,retted especially so, 
since the -news of the Liberian Government upon this sub¬ 
ject had been rude known to you on las' : aturda; durinr* 
your interview at this Department, and which •.ere further 
confirmed in an Official Note addressed to yoa, dated 

m 

May 17th, 1918. 

Tor the reasons as stated in said Dote, tte 
Liberian Government cannot view with favour and approval 


the 


The French Char d' Affaires, 
li 0 H B 0 V I A. 








I ' 

/ 


l 


t 
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the re-instaXXation of the wireless apparatuses at the 


'ranch ireless Station in this City an . ust therefore in 
its c vn vital interest insist upon the immediate isrmnt? ir. 


of the station, 


I have the honour therefore to re specif illy re- 


,aest yoa to notify the uperintendent of the Station of 


this decision of the Liberian hOferuinent and t' pt Hr, T1 -os- * 


J* ii. Faulkner f who has been instructed by the fresident 


to superintend the dismantling of the station and to place 


under seal the operating ro on and the principal parts of 


the ireless apparatuses, will call as the station to-Ca 


at p* cu for thrt purpose 


In the meantime please accept, Mr, G v r r ;d 1 Af¬ 


faires, the renewed assurances of my profound re ar :r> and 


high esteem 


I have the honour to be, 
Lr* Char & d 1 ..ff sires, 
lour obedient servrnt, 


( Cjd•• C. IA B. -Ing, 


acre tar;; of State 


UUtlidW tU*-« Of OK.Ct»*L. 




rE? Etr.uik_. iii clez 













t 




■ ^ 


ff 


1C 6/C.?, 


May 18th, 1918. 


t 





Sir, ' * 

I have the honour to enclose you herewith, 

. 

for your information, copies of Notes forwarded "by the 

Liberian Government, to the Charge a' Affaires for 

* 

?rance, dated Asy 17th and 18th, respectively, relative 
to the re-installation of the french '"ireless Station 
in this City. 

I have the honour to he. 

Sir, 



The Acting British Consul, 

M OU BO V I A . 



IS Z 
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ujKSIDKPA&uh w T Jhis .nKbT LEaab uk ttvuxi^x«uU Tttf! 
PitiiHUirAi ruitiT> OK L * JJi’8 i K t AUAltfbT ATXAUA Bi 

BUBLiAKlflB, 


1. The Principal ports of LIBERIA, according to the 

latest Trade statistics are:- 

UvMtiJVlA* 

Oh i'A 1 AU&A B . 
uiiAHi) BABBA* 

y. fhe methods to be considered for defending these 
ports against bombardTqent by a submarine are as follows:- 
(a;. By Submarines, Destroyers or Trawlers. 

Vbj. By Kixed Defences* 

^cj. By Aircraft* 

Dealing with ^aj - In view of the open anchorage at 
oaoh of the above-named ports, vessels lying there would be 
constantly exposed to torpedo attack by a submarine . 

Also a heavy swell prevails during the greater part of 
tne year, which would cause the utmost discomfort to crews of 
these small craft* 

Protection by this means may therefore be considered im¬ 
practicable * 

(b). JtfBD UJfitfMilUASS* 

As the latest German submarines now carry an armament of 
;- 3 ,y“ guns, in addition, sometimes, to 2 smaller £033, it is 
considered tnat fixed defences intended to engage such craft 
snonld consist of, atleast, 2 modern 6" gan3, with a range of 
not less thon 14 ,<juu yards. 
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To land, transport and emplace each guns, weighing from 
V to tt tons apiece, on an exposed coast entirely lacking in fa¬ 
cilities for the purpose, would entail very considerable prepare 
at ion. 

Namely provision of suitable craft; appliances for lifting 
the guns; construction of specially laid road to selected site; 
construction of emplacements and magazines; provision of guns' 
crews and accommodation for same. 

if'rom tlay to September a very heavy swell is met with on 
this coast, and the rainy season covers the same period. Work 
of tne above nature could not be carried out during these 
months. 

It is also out of the question completing such a task by 
tiay next. 

The scheme of providing fixed defences, therefore, is al¬ 
so considered to be one of considerable difficulty. 

(c) AlRuhArT, 

At IdQNKQVI a and CAPS PALMAS, the two principal ports, 
there is a lagoon sufficiently large, it would appear, for a 
seaplane to manoeuvre and rise from the surface. The coastline 
of ilbSRIA being some 3UU miles in length, it is considered 
that seaplanes, stationed at tnese two ports, would be in a 
favourable position for patrolling the coast with a view to 
locating enemy submarines and attacking them by means of bombs 
and depth charges. 

The erection of hangars should present no difficulties, 

3, It is therefore recommended that two seaplanes be sta¬ 
tioned at MONRO VIA and two seaplanes at GAPE FALuijUS, as being 
the best means, under local conditions, of protecting the 
principal LIBERIAN Ports against attack by submarines. 


KY1FIEO QQPV OF ORIGINAL, 
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37. 


No; 

JTrom: Acting Consul Robs-BsII* 

To: Secretary of State for Foreign Affairs. 

Date: 11th* Eay 1913. 


Your telegram number twenty-five. 

Liberian Government express appreciation of 
steps taken concerning naval protection; but 
they suggest that the Sierra Leone ©hipi of 
war should continually patrol Liberian Coast 
otherwise grave consequence© anticipated. 
Liberian Government earnestly request two 
patrol boat© should protect coast from Cape 
Uount to Grand B&esa, and from latter to 
Cape Palmas respectively! being relieved from 
Sierra Leone* Liberian Government undertake 
to supply fresh water and market produce at 
Monrovia, Grand Bassa, Cape Palmas* 

Please reply by telegraph. People very 
nervous and wish to see British men-of-war* 



— 



So. 33 


.Prom: Acting British Consul Rose-Bell, 

To: Secretary of State for Horeign Affairs. 

Bate; 15th, April 191S, 


French Go Tremor* General again Insists on protecting 
outside of the wireless station despite Liberian 
Government. 

Liberian Government has communicated to French 
Charge d*Affaires following reply:- 
The Liberian Government, understanding that her 
protection ie entrusted to Great Britain, cannot 
accept the authority of the DsJcar Governor-General 
and can only treat with the Government of Great B 
Britain and the Allies jointly. The Liberian 
Government refuse permission to erect outside 
defences until the Allies send expert opinion to 
reconsider the whole question of defence. In the 
meantime, the Liberian Government axe prepared if 
necessary to accept full responsibility for their 
policy as regards further submarine damage. 

1 request instructions by telegraph. Please arrange 
visit of expert desired. 




No, 11/16 


BRITISH co:;s : latl-gljosral 


MONROVIA 


15th, April 1918 


Sir 


X have the honour to report that at 3 a*m, 
on April the 10th, 1918* X was aroused by Liberians 


who docalrod that three of the crew of the Liberi*m 
Government Schooner * President Howard " had swun ashore 
and reported that a German submarine had sieved the 
vessel as it lay in the roads, making the rest of the 
crow prisoners without opposition, 1 immediately cabled 
the report to the Jroreign Office and to St* Vincent, 
and proceeded to inform ray colleague, the *reneh Consul 
and Charge d’Affaires. 


At 4*30 a,m* X had an interview with the 


eecaped men from the Schooner, and after Satisfying 
myself as to the genuineness of their report, I cabled 
again to the foreign Office, St, Vincent and Sierra 
Leone definitely announcing the presence of a submarine 
at i.onrovia, and that she had captured a schooner* 


At about 6 a*m* I briefly reported my action 


to the President and proceeded to the Lighthouse jiill 
from which 1 plainly sew the submarine close in shore, 
examining the schooner* 


At about 8.30 a.m* the submarine sent off 


a sailing gig ( which she had captured off Sierra Leone 
on the 4th, instant with a crew of four fishermen } 

Hie Majesty’s 

Principal Secretary of State 
for foreign Affaire* 



LONDON 





mannad by these fishermen and the prisoners from the 
schooner, who were thus released and ordered to deliver 

H& P ‘ C * * ark,r “ d t0 

A Conference was held at once in the 
Cabinet Council Chamber, attended by the Cabinet, the 

i 

trench Consul and Charge d* Affaires, the Acting United 

states Charge d* Affaires, the Chief Justice, oc-Preaiden 

t 

Barclay, >‘r * i£ * Y* H* Parka, the General Receiver of 
Customs and Financial Advisor, other prominent oitisens 
present in the Capitol, and itself as the Acting 
British Consul* I attach as Enclosure A a copy of the 
letter received froic the enemy submarine to the 
Liberian Government* 

At about 10*50 a*m. the schooner was 
sunk by bombs, and at noon the Liberian Government 
sent a launch off under the white flag, me demanded 
by the enemy, agreeing to their con and to close down 
the French tireless and Cable stations fan ediately 
under pain of bombardment* 

At 2 p*m* the Liberian CoTornmsnt 
delegates ( .^r* tfilmot H* Bennie and the Vayor, lir* 

T* J* R* Faulkner ) returned from the submarine with 
a further demand from the comandant, a copy of which 
X enclose os Enclosure £•* 7him demand 1 cabled 
immediately to the Foreign Office, Jt* Vincent and 
Sierra Leone* 

I am happy to be able to state that 
His Lxcelleney the President, and all his Cabinet, 
resolutely decided to reject * absolutely - these 
fresh demands of the snetqy; but a temporising reply 
was sent offering again to close down the twe stations 
in the presence ©f the eutral Consul for the Kather- 






lands at Monrovia. 


1’iie enemy replied by opening fire at 
4 p.m. on the Wireleee station, which was effectively 
wrecked by between thirty and forty shelle. 

-before attention could be turned to 
the Cable Station, a steamer appeared on the eaetern 
horlson proceeding north-west, pr.d it ia though that 
the etesner resembled the R. K, S. • Burutu ». The 
aneny at once suspended the bombardment end left to 
meet the vessel, releasing the Sovernrcent delegates 
with the remark that they would return to complete 
their work as soon a* they had sunk the steamer, 

I was able to watch the ensuing 
sngagement throughout until dark, and it would appear 
* steamer had answered the wireless Li. 0. o. 

signals, and wae making for this port. At about 5,30 
p.m, the submarine emerged and a henry action with the 
steamer oomnienced. At no tire did the subaarinc appear 
to have any success; but the shooting and manipulation 
of the vessel was cool and westerly, and the Captain 

CflL 

deserves credit for. very creditable performance. 
JSventuiilly the enemy got out of the range of the vessels 
guns, and gave ohase towards Sierra Leone, firing 
heavily, until lost to my sight in the dusk. A cable 

to the above effect was sent by me to the ^reign Office 
and Sierra Leone. 

The enamy has since put in no appear¬ 
ance, and it is with deep regret that I have to report 
tha foil awing casualittea;- 




re. Anna Elizabeth Itieftards, o^ed 69, killed. 

Anna Elisabeth Bennis, aged 7, hilled, 

Robertella Eeimia, at»ed 6, killed# 
wiliia maunders, aged 9, killed# 

Betti# Anna Pavia, agco 15, wounded, 

Ith the exception of the Jfreneh Wireless 
station and one Liberian dwelling, no property hat 
been damaged and noother lives lost, While a certain 
a. ount of natural alarm existed, at no time was there 
any real panic amongst the helpless citizens of this 
entirely defenceless Capital during the very trying 
experiences of the day, and I wish to testify to the 
un-swerving loyalty to the Allied Cause by the Liberian 
Government and the vast majority of the people. 

At IQ*30 p#s, howtTer, on my presenting 
iqyself , with cay i>*enoh and United states colleagues, 
and also fr, Parks, at the private residence of Ir. 

C# D< B* King, tint Regret ary of btate for Liberia, to 
express our Joint sympathy with the Government and 
People of Liberia, Hia Excellency, while replying 
suitably and in loyal terse, officially expressed the 
view, as representing Public Lentiment, that the 
Republic of Liberia had not yet received that aid which 
had been counted upon in such a crisis as had confronted 
the Government that day, I cabled this expression to 
the foreign Office s ortly after midnight. 

It is my opinion that the letter from 
the enemy submarine ( Enclosure A } and the subsequent 
considerate actions of her oezu nndant, have succeeded 
partly in bringing about asaotly that impression which 
had boon calculated for, The Liberian Government has 
ax reased the opinion, before me and my Ireneh and 

* 

> ^ 








American colleagues that they feel that hioeria haa 
not boon oujficiantiy ©onwidered in the natter of 
her ooleneee* A c oouter- douon otr at ion of the moot 
•iioctlTe char cter iu to ue desired* 

I ha?o the iionciii to bo* 

Sir* 

Your moot obedient 

and humble Servant , 





























\ 
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: ITXSM COKSDLMIJ-UHIBKAL, 
’*0:TfiOVIA. 

'ortl 11th.1918. 


roar Lx.Iicss-I.q11, 

In or dor to flirt a or siioi' th3 ''ary coop s,.:pathy of 
tiro foreign residents Ij; Liberia with the parents and r )- 
lat-.lvos of the tliree children who wore I llled by the Gor¬ 
mans In I'onrcvia on the 10th instant, as vail as to extent 
cur deep sympathy to the Liberian people generally or Us 
sad occasion, T vronld I H o to suggest that the foroljjlco; - 
:ounit T Q3 i.r this City bo f..pproached through their respec¬ 
tive Consuls on the subject of opening a Fund for the p ,n- 
ents of the three oirdored children, and that the docro¬ 


tary of State the honourable 


n ~n 

-J m 


1 .King 5 d for the 


consent of his C?ove’T.ient to allow of the Fund being at 
'rc^ started. 

T would further 1 He to suggest that the foreign 

communities in this country / 3th white and black r isi- 

dentente ashed to contribute tovtxds a r.e icrial to be 

a • 

placed ever the graves of the children with a s> it able 
inscription detailing the eaaisd of their terribly cruel 
'-th by the barbarity of the rmans in bombarding an 
' uid efended town. 

'ours sincerely. 


S . VV *C~ 







iron:: 


Acting Consul Rose-Beil* 
To: Foreign Office* 

Date: 11th* April 1918* 


Until no vt eleven no naval assistance 

having reached Monrovia the Secretary of State 
has just expressed to Allied Representative a 
the opinion as representing public sentiment 
that the Republic of Liberia has not yet 
received that aid which has been counted 
upon in such a crisis as confronted the 
Government to-day* 




t? 

Svcm: Acting Consul Rose-Bell* 

To: Foreign Office, 

Bate: 10th. April 1918* 



Captain of submarine to-day after absolute 
refusal of Liberian Government to comply 
with subsequent demands to destroy and burn 
French wireless and cable establishments at 
Monrovia sank Liberian Government schooner 
and opened bombardment at 4 o'clock this 
evening for one hour, destroying wireless station. 
Casualities ashore reported three children 
killed three persons wounded. All Europeans safe. 
Appearance of steamer proceeding towards Sierra 
Leone on horizon suspended bombardment, tfithin 
try view steamer and submarine maintained 
protracted engagement which passed from view 
at dusk. Submarine captain announces resump¬ 
tion bombardment to-morrow 11th. April to 
destroy French cable station. This therefore last 
message* 





* 



■b'TGni: Acting Consul Roes-Bell* 

To: foreign Office, 

Colonial Secretary, Sierra Leone 
and 

H* r. Consul at St. Yincent* 

m 

Date! 10th. April 1918. 


Submarine commander demands destruction 
both T'ireleea and cable at at ion. Government 
refuses at present* Bombardment imminent* 











from: ( Jointly ) Consul & Charge d f Affaire® d© 

.Trance* the American Charge d’Affaire® ad 
interim, and Acting Consul Ross-Bell* 

To: Foreign Office, London, 

„ T 

French Government, Paris, 

State Department, Washington, 

H,E. Governor of Sierra Leone, 

K,K. Governor-General, Dakar' 

and 

H, H. Consul at St* Vincent* 

Date * 10th* April 1918* 


t- 


Lea consuls allies transmit tent au Gouverneur Sierra 
Leone la lettre euivant remise Gouvernment Liberian 
par commandant sousmarin* Citation: Sir, I have not 
the wish to do unnecessary damage to the Liberian 
people, being sure that you were driven into the 
War against your will as well as against your true 
interests, therefore I send you back those prisonere 
I made boarding your armed ship '•President* 1 . In the 
same time I want to draw your attention to the fact 
that the capital of Liberia is at present helpless 
under German guns; like many other Allies of England 
ano France you are not being supported by them at 
the moment of the most critical danger. If the 
wireless and caole stations of Monrovia do not at 
once cease their work 1 shall regret being obliged 
to open fire on them* If you wish to avoid this 
you will have to send out a boat to me under a flag 
of truce and declare that you consent to stop them 
yourself, Gercke. Fin Citation* Le Gouvernment 
Liberian discute en ce moment s'il va accepted 
1'ultimatum du commandant du souemarin, c’est a 
dire fermer le station T®f et cable franca!se pu non* 
l*oue demand o ns extreme urge nee reppnse* 



c.£S/L..i. 


ITIffl OriRULATE- 


i'arch £nd«1918. 


Your Excellency, 

' 1 tii ro a - 'onc i to cur ~;;co 11ancy 1 j Com iu ■ .tl ; i-i 
daspat VC. F. dated t. ... ultlm, I have tt 
honour tc state that I am directed to inf cm tha 
oovarrn ant of tho BApubllc of Liborta that 1 la l ri“ 
tannic yajQBty'a Oovarn-nant regret that they are 

- jrcvlde soapianOB f ifencc a( a Inst one— 

nj auii-Tartne attach .? the L'barian pcrta isntlonad 
lr. the ~scent race riandatton of the ".ear hdairal In 
r-y .^ rt of tne h'eut niVican Cruiser siuadron. 

I sun also to iiay that His Majesty’s Admiralty 
consider th-Y it rould .irobablj pay Liberia nuob 
better to have ‘-heir .sea .o"ta a. * Irely undefended 
aa ’ : e villas could ;nl; spare Inadequate material 
" personnel for ouch a spsoiol purposp Of defence» 

With tha .uronco of ay high regard and esteem.. 


I iiav ■ the honour to no. 


y jut ::c ?21 j:.cp 'a obedient -iervai. t. 



-■ [ rltt ah Con .si' 1-u aneral. 


I la Txc «llei cy 

Tho Secretary of State, 
I spurtrn >nt : tats , 

' or^ovia. 








. 5/1 3 


juiiZTXBE Culi SIT LATE—u Cl,E. , 

I Uilivu’v C-".* 

jtebruary 9tb.I31u* 





vrftb re e? moo to :v r >y patch Co,4/lo dated oik© 
Cut,, Ultimo, 7 li- a t o the honour to inform jou L~ut 

Acini 1 &1 ». *i.i* Sheppard, -* • .>• > f 9 v«u*f 0<3 • * ar¬ 

rived at 1 orrovia in . Is 1 - 0 ^t v 1 j . hip 1 arcn^iX-a 1 
ci. the 2nd instant, oc AJ ay official visit to I lb 
T, :o j! 1 or. C;, 7 v ^i hr 3 s Id -U : t 0 f L1 b 3J* 1 a - 

Ai; so on a© ,/cub! bio after arrival in port ox" 

I *y.S* •Bacchant© 1 I went on board ai^d paid ny ros- 



pocts to Ad f^al ^heppord .nd tiler, 7 acco ^allied him 
ashore whore ho was cordially welcomed by the Presi¬ 
dent, the ufftotals 3f oh© Liberian uc” n . uncut, the 
rtplouatic and Consular Corps and the public ponerally. 

pf tor the usual rreatings Lad been exchanged the 
Progldnnt and his ? Inis tors* the .oar idTilral and the 
French and American "har©6 d f Affaires and ysolf ad¬ 
journed to tli© Cabinet* Council Zhu. ibor -"hen the . *ar 

m 

Admiral at once proceeded to confer with us all on 
the subject cf the defences suitable for the protec¬ 
tion of - the principal Liberian ports gainst no Ay 



submarine attach tho result of the tcnference ix»int 
the following reccmnendat i c r: It is "acs . ionaKi by 
*ar Admiral Sheppard that two seaplanes be stationed 


T ‘*h T'Rjestx's Principal 
w \L Secretary of 'tat i for 
Foreign Affairs* 

* 3 * 



vC* 5/lH. 
9/2/lb. 


r. 


stationed at Kaurovla and two l&nos at tpe Pal¬ 
mas as being tlio best means under local conditions of 
protecting the principal Liberian Porto f at at- 
t ncl by sub ia-rir.es. 

■ L , the expressed vriali of the Liberian UcvoiriaOirt 
asking no to res poet fully Invite the advice and ob- 
rvmtions of : a^est 1 voriment .. ■¥ 

Admiral*a ' *cc nondatlon I 2 aadll.v a&rented to dc so 

1 i *■ 

by cable which, scorned to greatly lessen their fears 
r.d an?: let lea in the .atter, 

* 

Rear Admiral Sheppard left the pert In Hi' *8. 

*1 'Ccnarte* lr. th 3 yor t: p of the same day as his 

?■"!’ .1 a-* • cr"vvla. 


I 1. w i the honour to be* 


Ur, 

isur nest obedient. 






i ct lr? Ccnsul-I ieneral 


n 


0 







34/C. F. 


February 1st, 1918. 


Sir, 


I have the honour to acknowledge receipt of your 


communication of the 29th ultimo, informing me of the arri¬ 
val of His Britannic Majesty's Rear Admiral of the -Vest 

m 

African Station on His Majesty's Ship "Bacchante" at Monro- 

* 

via on the 2nd instant, and of the Admiral's desire to pay 

a visit to His Excellency the President. 

* 

In reply thereto, I am pleased to inform you that 
His Excellency the President will receive the Rear Admiral 
at the Executive Mansion, at any time upon his arrival. 

With assurances of my high respect and esteem, 

I have the honour to be, 


Sir, 


Your obedient servant 

Secretary of State* j 





The Acting British Consul-General, 



1 


:'c. ‘1-/18. 


1 iTE-vT:' yjj, 

l ONHOVIA. 

January 30th.191B. 



H Ir , 

I iiH-va th« Lc: our to inf or.a jou that tho Li u> 

Tiox- Gcvormont or. tii> loth, invited t»io Froiich 

ar.d .t: or? ear. 'liHTjd d*.s.f falT03 and ysoli tc attend a 

Conference for the purpose 6f confsrrli-i- vlth. Uiolr 

> dOTfltATy of State cn tho su joot ofj tho pretoot ion 

z their ports . Inst on rvy suboarlaiO attack to vi» ich 

wo readily responded rioultlng In the drawing up of 

t.*o Inclosed !■ v .orwidna tho contorts -f . uicu nre 

ui.m.L.ously a 'road to oy all presort and an exchange 

i 

of 'lotos followed. 

After the confororco I cabled to the hoar Adrai— 
ral Cornandir; tcan Cruiser Squadron that 

the Liberian (lovomnent wore anxious tc confer with 
lit.. f j» poison or. the quest Ion cf tho neoosaity of ar- 
ranftl for tho defence cf their ,.crte ajralnat ona.;y 
submarine attach tc which 1 received a reply that the 
Adnlral 1 t to visit I cnrcvla on tho of EVpru- 
ary. 

I have tho honour to bo, 

BIr, 

Your aoat obedl JJTt, 

humble i3r.7tu,t, 

Aotinr Consul-General. 


T ? s ’ajoaty'a Yr’ e'pal 
Secretary cf state for 
Foreign Affairs. 


1^' 







'To. ' /\. ' 



- .!••• T Mi.19lb. 



■; ,r -•.<?•••> j l-mey, 

T h '”'> tin hcr.ovr to in-’em your “r.collei.cy for 
' ’o mat Ion cf the LI her far. ffc^ernraent that I Is 
ritasr.fr jasty's Rear Admiral cf the West African 

Station v‘ll ,rr f-n at ! onrovla 1; I Is irltamlc 
iajeaty's 8hlp 'Bacchante* at noon on Saturday the 
2nd of fobruar? to show the Flag, r.d at the of*. . > 
tine tin Adr.lral desires io tc oay that he would be 
pleased tc pay a 'Ms't to Fla Excellency the Presi¬ 
dent o' the Republic of Liberia. 

I would therefor© as' your Excellency to do gccd 
enough to Inforn His Excellency the Prowl dent of the 
Achiral's dObfred visit, and to kindly Inf cm ae at 
what hour the visit .ay he made. 

T nr. further directed to say that tho Admiral 
t» Vis !• ajesi.y's Ship * acchar.te 1 ”111 leave tho sort 
of T cnrov'a lr. tho evening cf tin saco dsy as his 

4 

arrival. 

7.’1th the assurance of r. hi h regard and esteem, 




I Lava tho honour tc bo. 

Your Excellency's obedient Servant, 


Acting British Consul-General. 




Tin r ;:c>ilarcy 

Tho Bacrotarj 

1 t.l .rt::er.t cf r y.ito, 
1 GETQVia* 







